PTA News September 2010, by Eileen Collins, PTA President
Hello and welcome to Back to school Night.  My name is Eileen Collins and I am the President of the PTA here at LES.  The PTA Executive Board met several times over the summer and we are excited about what we want to accomplish this school year.  The current officers of the PTA are Elizabeth Vargas, VP; Frank Cole, Secretary; and Evelyn Hernandez, Treasurer.  Evelyn was appointed by the Executive Board this week to complete the term recently vacated by Kara Weinstein who has moved out of the area.  

Our PTA Mission is to provide support for students’ educational and recreational needs and to promote open communication between administrators, teachers and parents.  

Some of our past accomplishments are:

· PTA continues to create awareness of the needs of this school in the business, local government and faith community here in Laurel.

· Establish relationships with many of those businesses to provide support for our school, in the form of grants, products or services or financial donations.

· We have recently re-created our website to be more current and user friendly as well as maintained a listserv to better communicate LES events to our families and teachers.

· You can also find us on facebook too.

· We held 2 beautification events last year, paid for by a $500 grant from Home Depot and KaBOOM!.

· Held our first KaBOOM! Play Day at Night where LES families came together to play fun games.  Last year’s event was visited by Baltimore Ravens LeRon McClain.  Over 300 people attended that event.  KaBOOM! is a national non-profit with whom we have partnered on several occasions including a big playground replacement project in the May of 09.
· We plan, prepare and serve at least 3 meals for our Teachers each year.

· Provide at least one service project in which our students can participate
The goals which we have earmarked as priorities for this school year are as follows:  We will continue to  

· Develop an action plan to achieve these goals 

· Assist LES in maintaining its Green School Status.

· Promote Healthy living and choices

· Meet our Fundraising goal of $6,500.00

· Expand the Cultural Arts program by funding a Resident Artist program through grant opportunities.

· Work towards 100% membership participation as well as to 

· Increase our support of the efforts of teachers and staff in the education of our children in light of the continued budget cuts that plague the school system.

· Finally, by maintaining a good working relationship with teachers and staff we will continue to be a voice for EVERY child at LES.

These goals will be accomplished with your support.  We all lead busy lives, but by investing a few hours of your time and talent this year at LES, your child will see first-hand the value that you place upon his or her education.  Consider the $7.00 membership fee in the PTA an investment in your child’s education.  It goes a long way to support our goals.  The PTA Executive Board works really hard to make our events family oriented.   There are perks to membership in the PTA.  For example, members enjoy free entry into the Ice Cream Social and Movie Night as well as discounts to several national merchants and some local ones as well.  For any person joining the PTA by tonight, we will be raffling off a Weis gift card for $???.   

Please stop by our table to get your membership form and see how you can be a part of your child’s education.  As parents, we form a valuable support for each other and our children.  We are not just involved, we are engaged and invested in our children’s educational experience and we look forward to meeting you this year.   We look forward to seeing you at our Play Day at Night on September 22.
I’d like to introduce MRs. Lee

